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A RESOLUTION No. 2017-R075 

 

 

 

To express the sense of the City Council that the General Assembly of Virginia should grant the 

City Council the authority to cause the removal of memorials and monuments such as the statues 

commemorating J.E.B. Stuart, Robert E. Lee, Jefferson Davis, Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, and 

Matthew Fontaine Maury located on Monument Avenue between its intersections with Belmont 

Avenue and Lombardy Street so that the City Council may take such action as may be necessary 

to cause these statues to be removed. 

   

 

Patron – Mr. Jones 

   

 

Approved as to form and legality 

by the City Attorney 

   

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: NOV 13 2017 AT 6 P.M. 

 

 

WHEREAS, between 1890 and 1929, five memorials to historical figures associated with 

the Confederate States of America were erected on Monument Avenue between its intersections 

with Belmont Avenue and Lombardy Street; and 

WHEREAS, these memorials consist of statues commemorating J.E.B. Stuart, Robert E. 

Lee, Jefferson Davis, Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, and Matthew Fontaine Maury; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Richmond believes that the event on August 

12, 2017, in Charlottesville, Virginia, organized to protest the decision of the City Council of the 
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City of Charlottesville to remove a statue of Robert E. Lee from a public park, which resulted in 

violence, demonstrates that memorials to historical figures associated with the Confederate States 

of America such as these five statues on Monument Avenue continue to inspire racial division; 

and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Richmond is of the opinion that these five 

statues on Monument Avenue were constructed during an oppressive era in Virginia’s history and 

remain tangible symbols of that oppression; and 

WHEREAS, on Friday, June 23, 2017, the Mayor of the City of Richmond announced the 

formation of an ad hoc advisory group to recommend ways in which the City could provide 

additional historical context to these five statues on Monument Avenue and add new monuments 

to Monument Avenue; and 

WHEREAS, on Wednesday, August 16, 2017, the Mayor of the City of Richmond 

announced that this group also would examine the potential removal and relocation of some or all 

of these five statues on Monument Avenue; and 

WHEREAS, section 15.2-1812 of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, limits the 

power of localities or any other persons to disturb or interfere with monuments or memorials in 

Virginia for wars or conflicts; and 

WHEREAS, section 15.2-1812.1 of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, imposes 

civil liability on any party that violates or encroaches upon a monument, marker, or memorial for 

war veterans as designated in sections 15.2-1812 and 18.2-137 of the Code of Virginia (1950), as 

amended; and 

WHEREAS, section 18.2-137 of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, imposes 

criminal liability on any person who unlawfully breaks down, destroys, defaces, damages, or 
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removes any monument or memorial for war veterans described in section 15.2-1812 of the Code 

of Virginia (1950), as amended; and 

WHEREAS, the application of these statutes to statues such as these five statues on 

Monument Avenue is currently the subject of pending litigation in the Circuit Court for the City 

of Charlottesville, which has preliminarily enjoined the City of Charlottesville from removing a 

statue of Robert E. Lee from a city park; and 

WHEREAS, section 17.05 of the Charter of the City of Richmond (2010), as amended, 

requires the City to preserve historical landmarks such as these five statues on Monument Avenue 

in place as part of the City’s Master Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Virginia owns and therefore controls the disposition 

of the memorial statue of Robert E. Lee; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council nevertheless believes that it is in the best interests of the City 

of Richmond that the General Assembly of Virginia grant the City Council the authority to cause 

the removal of memorials and monuments such as these five statues on Monument Avenue so that 

the City Council may take such action as may be necessary to cause these statues to be removed; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND: 

That it is the sense of the City Council that the General Assembly of Virginia should grant 

the City Council the authority to cause the removal of memorials and monuments such as the 

statues commemorating J.E.B. Stuart, Robert E. Lee, Jefferson Davis, Thomas “Stonewall” 

Jackson, and Matthew Fontaine Maury located on Monument Avenue between its intersections 

with Belmont Avenue and Lombardy Street so that the City Council may take such action as may 

be necessary to cause these statues to be removed. 
























