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Delores L. McQuinn rode a high-energy campaign and endorsements from almost every high-level politician in town to a convincing 
victory yesterday in the special election to fill the 7th District seat on the City Council.

She won six of the seven precincts in the East End district. She easily beat her two challengers, winning 56 percent of the vote.

Candidates Sharon Collins Burton received 36 percent, and Aubrey J. El garnered 7 percent. Torey J. Edmonds, who withdrew from the 
contest two weeks ago, received eight votes.

Voter turnout was low, even by generally low 7th District standards. Only 1,883 votes were cast. In the election last May, 2,672 people 
cast votes.

McQuinn, associate minister at Mount Olivet Baptist Church, was ecstatic as she spoke while surrounded by television cameras and 
cheering supporters at her post-election party in a private home on Church Hill.

She thanked her backers for working "hard, diligently, night and day."

She also thanked the politicians who endorsed her.

Burton and El had never before run for office. They described themselves as new, fresh faces in the contest against McQuinn, whom they 
tried to cast as a representative of the old guard.

McQuinn had endorsements from state Sen. Henry L. Marsh III; U.S. Rep. Robert C. Scott, D-3rd; Dels. Dwight C. Jones and A. Donald 
McEachin; School Board Chairman; Mark Emblidge; Mayor Timothy M. Kaine; and others.

She also is a former member of the School Board. She was appointed in 1992 and won elections in 1994 and 1996.

In 1998, she passed up her almost sure re-election to the School Board to make a run for the City Council. She finished second to 
incumbent Leonidas B. Young in a six-way race.

But Young later was indicted by a federal grand jury and in February pleaded guilty in U.S. District Court here to four felony counts related 
to obstruction of justice and fraud. He is awaiting sentencing.

Yesterday's special election was held to fill the remainder of that term, which runs through June 30, 2000.

No one at the party last night mentioned Young's name. When a reporter asked whether "the former council member's" conviction cast a 
shadow over her, McQuinn responded, "I think I've made my own path."

McQuinn said she intends to bring her experiences as a former member of the School Board to the City Council table. "They really don't 
understand what's going on in the education system," she said of the council.

McQuinn ran on a promise to literally clean up the neighborhood, and she said that issues of "beautification, preservation, conservation" 
are on the top of her list. Her goal is to "build a different mentality in the 7th District."

She said that attacking blight and such things as sidewalk and street repairs will help to reduce the atmosphere that allows criminals to 
thrive.

Emblidge, who served with McQuinn on the School Board for four years, attended the victory celebration and described her as "a very 
effective advocate."

"She's got a huge heart and has made a lot of contacts over the years and will put those contacts to good use," he said.

Other supporters stood in the street before the party started, waiting for their new council representative to arrive.
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"I believe she's going to be putting faith back into the community," said Jamaica Booker. "Unity is key."

Campaign worker Roderick Bullock noted the large margin of victory and said, "She throttled these people."

"I expect her to mend a lot of fences," he said. "Ms. McQuinn is one of the greatest persons in the world."
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