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A South Richmond man - who authorities said fired several shots yesterday morning outside the business where he had been dismissed - 
was arrested after a standoff with police.

Gary Edwin Tiller, 24, was taken into custody yesterday afternoon without incident after Richmond SWAT team officers set off a 
distraction device and entered his home in the 5200 block of Felton Road. He was charged with brandishing and firing a weapon within 
the city limits.

Police said Tiller's arrest came some five hours after he fired shots into the air from the parking of the Salvage Barn at 5240 Hull Street 
Road lot at 8:50 a.m. No one was injured.

Police said Tiller had been fired from the business earlier yesterday morning.

After firing the shots, Tiller retreated to his home less than a block away, said Richmond police spokeswoman Karla Peters. Police then 
tried unsuccessfully to contact the man.

At about 1:50 p.m., SWAT team members shot a concussion device into the house and entered with a search warrant, Peters said. The 
loud bang apparently stunned Tiller, and he was taken into custody peacefully.

"The only weapon that we're aware of is the one that he fired this morning," Peters said.

Two Salvage Barn supervisors contacted yesterday declined to say why Tiller was fired or what may have led to the disturbance.

Garry Callis, who lives next door, said Tiller has always been a "nice, pleasant guy." But Callis said that during the past couple of days, 
Tiller had brandished firearms and fired into the air outside his house.

"I've got four kids in my house - two babies, a teen and a 10-year-old - and this guy's walking around with guns," Callis said.

"Here in South Side, people with guns, that's not an unusual thing," Callis said. "I hate to say it, but we've become desensitized to it. But 
when you start shooting [a gun in my neighborhood] and people are running from your house, I've got to say something to you."

Callis said he was impressed at how police handled yesterday's standoff.

"I'm not one of those guys that really likes the police a lot, but the efficiency in which they came and contained the situation today, I'm 
going to take my hat off to them, they did a great job."

Contact staff writer Mark Bowes at mbowes@timesdispatch.com or (804) 649-6450.
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