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Allegations that two special-education pupils engaged in oral sex in a Richmond classroom "are very unsubstantiated" after a thorough 
investigation, the city School Board chairman said last night.

The probe began last month, shortly after Crystal Barnes, a substitute teacher at Chimborazo Elementary School, told the School Board 
she witnessed the alleged incident take place in an unsupervised classroom in January. Barnes said that when she reported the incident, 
the school's administrators "swept it under a carpet."

Barnes' story "is very hazy," said Board Chairman Mark Emblidge. "It's not clear, and it's changed several times."

Barnes, with the encouragement of School Board member Reggie Malone, brought the allegation before the entire board at its regular 
meeting last month. Barnes could not be reached for comment last night.

Superintendent Albert J. Williams was scheduled to present the findings of the probe to the board last night, but yesterday he was 
hospitalized at Richmond Community after fracturing some bones in his shoulder.

The board received the report in Williams' absence and spent part of a 2 1/2-hour executive session dealing with the matter. Among those 
the board spoke with last night was Cheryl Burke, principal of Chimborazo.

"We feel confident about the role the principal played when the alleged incident was presented to her three days after the alleged 
incident" took place, said Emblidge, adding the allegation cast an unfavorable light on Burke and her assistants.

"I don't have any problem with anybody coming to the School Board, but I do get very irritated when someone comes with unsubstantiated 
information that in this case tainted the sterling reputation of one of our best principals and that of her administration," he said.

It's unfortunate the allegation was made publicly. "But the good news is we looked into it, and there's nothing there," Emblidge said.

The investigation was conducted over two weeks by the school district's security officers. Among those interviewed were the pupils 
involved in the alleged incident and their parents.

Malone urged Barnes to bring the allegation before the entire board during a public-comment period because of its serious nature.

Last night Malone said he had no regrets for doing so. "I will continue to urge people to bring their allegations to the board."

In other business last night, the board approved the continuation of a policy to increase minority participation in its construction projects 
and voted to approve the move of the Governor's School from Thomas Jefferson High School to a restored Maggie Walker school 
building.
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