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The Richmond City Auditor's Office cited an officer in the Finance Department in a report released this week for conducting church-related 
business at work.

It's the second city employee in four months the auditor has found doing work for their respective churches on city time.

The reports follow a high-profile investigation last year into former Mayor Dwight C. Jones after the auditor's office found Jones' director of 
public works was overseeing a construction project for the church where Jones serves as senior pastor.

That investigation was closed in November with Commonwealth's Attorney Michael N. Herring saying Jones' actions "smacked of 
cronyism" but that he found no evidence to support criminal charges.

City Auditor Umesh Dalal said neither of the most recent cases, which involved lower-level employees, were tied to Jones' church, First 
Baptist Church of South Richmond.

In a report dated March 2 that was made public this week, Dalal wrote that his office received a complaint alleging that an operations 
manager in the Finance Department was conducting church-related business at work.

According to the report, an investigator for the department reviewed the employee's computer, email and phone records and determined 
the employee had used city email to send at least 200 church-related emails over a two-year period and participated in 244 phone calls to 
and from the church.

In an interview, investigators said the employee admitted to using the city computer for church work and attributed the decision to their 
home wireless network malfunctioning.

A Nov. 10 report by the auditor's office substantiated similar allegations against an employee in the city's Department of Social Services.

In that case, investigators said they reviewed the employee's emails and computer and found the employee was using city equipment to 
create "the church's monthly meeting agenda, programs, minutes, pastoral comments, church constitution and bylaws, and working on 
financial statements related to the church."

In an interview with investigators, the employee acknowledged working as an administrative support person for the church and its pastor 
and admitted to working on the church's business during city time, according to the report.

In both cases, the city auditor's office forwarded the report to the city's chief administrative officer, Selena Cuffee-Glenn, and 
recommended "appropriate action be taken against the employee."

Dalal declined to identify either of the employees or the churches they were doing work for, citing confidentiality requirements.

Likewise, Richmond Mayor Levar Stoney's press secretary, Jim Nolan, declined to comment on what action was being taken in response 
to the reports' findings, other than to say it was a personnel matter and was "being handled in accordance with established protocols."
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Caption: This is the second city worker that City Auditor Umesh Dalal recently found doing work for their respective churches on city time. 
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