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The success of Richmond Public Schools, its students, and its families is critically important to the City of
Richmond and will be a top priority in my mayoral administration. Voters in 2016 made it very clear that they
want their leaders to prioritize education, and that they want to see public officials collaborate to support
schools.  

Richmond Public Schools face many challenges, none more so than the impact of poverty on both our
neighborhoods and our children’s ability to learn. We therefore must take a comprehensive approach that
addresses the needs of children and their families, inside and outside of the classroom, in order to succeed
in our effort to improve educational outcomes and reduce poverty in the City of Richmond.  

This goal — to improve educational outcomes and reduce poverty — is challenging on its own, but it is even
more challenging in a climate of scarce resources. About two in five children in the City live in poverty, and
nearly four in five RPS students are classified as low-income. Helping these children reach their innate
potential often requires extra support and attention. Yet resources in the City are limited: state funding has
been flat in recent years, the statewide funding formula disadvantages Richmond, and the City itself has
other critical needs such as infrastructure and public safety.  

Success thus demands that the Mayor, City Council, and School Board work together to establish not only
clear goals and associated measures of accountability, but also a shared understanding of what resources
are necessary to accomplish those goals. As we’ve learned over the past few years, without a commitment
to work together towards common goals using a common plan, we have no hope of making durable
progress or meeting all our funding needs.  

I am confident that we have an historic opportunity to permanently transform the City of Richmond if we are
willing to work together, make difficult compromises when necessary, and stand shoulder-to-shoulder to
fight for the future of our City’s children. As Mayor, I aim to support Richmond Public Schools so that we
have a school system that provides a top-tier education to all of our children, especially those who face
extra challenges due to poverty.  

Past Mayors have criticized the shortcomings of Richmond Public Schools and tried various approaches to
influence the actions of schools. As Mayor, I am trying something different. Rather than pit the needs of
schools against the needs of other agencies in city government, I will lead the City to work collaboratively
with RPS in a way that addresses the whole child.  

That means that we must pay attention to critical needs within RPS, like recruiting and compensating great
leaders for our schools and classrooms. It also means that we must pay attention to strong support
services, to after-school and summertime programs, and to what is going on at home.  
It means that we must not only engage parents and families, but also ways for parents and families to
further their own education and bolster their own careers. It means that we have to invest in public safety,
and it means that all those who interact with children in Richmond understand the history of our community
and the impact of trauma on many kids.  

It means we have to cultivate hope, high expectations, and high self-worth, for all our kids and all our
families. 

I call my approach the “Education Compact.” At its most basic level, the Education Compact is an
agreement among the Mayor, City Council and the School Board to work together on a shared vision to
improve outcomes for Richmond’s children and families. The substance of the Compact will include
articulated goals, metrics for success, and measures of accountability. It will also include commitments to
regularly communicate, to build and sustain trust, and to seek opportunities for cooperation. And it will
include the development of a framework to ensure that we meet the long-term financial needs of schools
and families. 

I do not expect the Compact, by itself, to solve all problems or to prevent all disagreement. Rather, I expect
the Compact to set the terms of a healthy civic discussion, based on this simple premise: all elected officials
in Richmond have an interest in seeing schools succeed, and children and families thrive. 

I applaud the statement adopted last week by the Richmond School Board in support of developing an
Education Compact, as well as the supportive remarks made by City Council President Chris Hilbert and
Vice-President Cynthia Newbille. I look forward to working closely with both bodies both in the next two
months and over the longer term to develop and institutionalize the Education Compact.  
I am committed as Mayor, and hereby commit my administration, to developing a healthy collaborative
relationship with both the School Board and City Council. This is what our citizens expect and what our
children need, and it’s the only way to attain sustainable success.  

Let’s make it happen! 
Posted by Office of the Press Secretary to the Mayor at 5:45 AM

Home

Blog Archive
▼  2017 (20)

►  August (2)
►  June (5)
►  May (2)
►  April (1)
►  March (3)
►  February (3)
▼  January (4)

Mayor Stoney visits Richmond
Animal Care & Control...

Mayor Levar M. Stoney Announces
Administration App...

To Improve Schools, Let’s Work
Together

New Mayor Levar M. Stoney

 

Richmond Virginia Mayor

http://richmondvirginiamayor.blogspot.com/2017/01/mayor-levar-m-stoney-announces.html
http://richmondvirginiamayor.blogspot.com/2017/01/new-mayor-levar-m-stoney.html
http://richmondvirginiamayor.blogspot.com/2017/01/to-improve-schools-lets-work-together.html
http://richmondvirginiamayor.blogspot.com/2017/01/to-improve-schools-lets-work-together.html
http://richmondvirginiamayor.blogspot.com/
javascript:void(0)
http://richmondvirginiamayor.blogspot.com/2017/
javascript:void(0)
http://richmondvirginiamayor.blogspot.com/2017/08/
javascript:void(0)
http://richmondvirginiamayor.blogspot.com/2017/06/
javascript:void(0)
http://richmondvirginiamayor.blogspot.com/2017/05/
javascript:void(0)
http://richmondvirginiamayor.blogspot.com/2017/04/
javascript:void(0)
http://richmondvirginiamayor.blogspot.com/2017/03/
javascript:void(0)
http://richmondvirginiamayor.blogspot.com/2017/02/
javascript:void(0)
http://richmondvirginiamayor.blogspot.com/2017/01/
http://richmondvirginiamayor.blogspot.com/2017/01/mayor-stoney-visits-richmond-animal.html
http://richmondvirginiamayor.blogspot.com/2017/01/mayor-levar-m-stoney-announces.html
http://richmondvirginiamayor.blogspot.com/2017/01/to-improve-schools-lets-work-together.html
http://richmondvirginiamayor.blogspot.com/2017/01/new-mayor-levar-m-stoney.html
http://richmondvirginiamayor.blogspot.com/

